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OF THE

WINDS

For Peter Lewis and the Bay State Winds

JAKE GUNNAR WALSH

INSTRUMENTATION:

2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 B-flat Clarinets
2 F Horns
2 Bassoons

Approximate duration: 14’



PROGRAM NOTE

Much of the mythology of Ancient Greece can be seen as explanations for natural phenomena
which cannot be seen. Perhaps one of the most powerful, yet invisible forces of nature are the
Greek Anemoi, or the four Wind gods: Boreas, Eurus, Notos, and Zephyrus. Each of these
Anemoi is associated with a particular directional wind, season, and thus, imbued with certain
individual personalities and characteristics. The Tower of the Winds is a 40-foot-tall clock tower
that was constructed in Athens in approximately 50 B.C. Still standing today, it is considered
the oldest meteorological station in the world. Supposedly, the four Wind Gods would have
met here in the Tower of the Winds and interacted, which is the concept that my piece desires to
explore. Each of the four movements can be seen as representing the different qualities of each
of the four Wind Gods, and the way each of the movements is connected to one another makes
the work as a whole represent their interaction high atop the Tower in Athens.

Boreas, the North Wind, is the bringer of Winter. He is said to be temperamental, bringing

harsh weather conditions and violent storms. With a biting, icy, opening in the high winds

followed by a low grumble in the horns and bassoons, Boreas’ iconic temper permeates this
opening movement. Boreas is often depicted as holding a conch shell, probably to represent the

howling of the winter wind.

Eurus, the East Wind, is the bringer of Autumn. Eurus opens with a foggy Autumnal haze, and
a series of freely unmetered sections, representing the gradual taming of the harsh Winter.
With the least known stories remaining about him, Eurus’ second movement is a bridge
between the reckless Boreas, and the more effervescent Notos.

Notos, the South Wind, is the bringer of Summer. He brings warm Summer rains and plentiful
flowers. The third movement can be seen as a reaction to the outbursts in the first two, as the
regression through the seasons from Winter to Spring becomes more apparent. Notos is
described as having quick, lightly leaping feet, which can be heard in the flourishes and swells
throughout Movement III.

Zephyrus, the West Wind, is the bringer of Spring. Seen as the most gentle, Zephyrus is often
described as a mediator between the other three Anemoi. With a vernal, grassy energy, quiet
Zephyrus is a series of alternating hymns and bird calls. Each of the other three winds comes
back in this fourth movement, all having their own individual “last word” before Zephyrus's
ultimate radiant peak. The piece ends with a gentle breeze, a reminder of the journey from
Winter, to Autumn, to Summer, with a final prayer for Spring.
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46 Quirky, yet grotesque
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